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Welcome
Welcome to the first edition of 2025!

We start the year with a Pantomime (P11) book your tickets now to 
avoid disappointment.  It is shaping up to be a wonderful 
performance for youngsters and oldies alike.  Terrible jokes, bad 
baddies, a beautiful Dame, heroic heroes and amazing dancers – 
and don’t forget the bar to help you through it all!

Then there are 2 quizzes in March (aren’t you the lucky ones!), 
Ocksocs (P28) and Walliswood (P42) – book your tables now before 
they run out.

If you look on page 6 you can see all the proposed dates for the 
Ockley Societies events this year.

We have reviews from two autumn productions on pages 26 and 40.

The rest of this issue is packed full of articles and information about 
our wonderful villages.

If you have a story to tell, please let us know 
Editor@ockleymagazine.co.uk

Alan Hardy

The Ockley Village Facebook page is here to encourage local 
businesses, charities, societies and clubs to share their news with 
the villagers of Ockley as well as keeping the community 
connected. We look forward to hearing from you.

Est. 1983
24hr Emergency Callout • All aspects of tree work • Stump grinding 

• Site clearance & fencing work • Fully insured & qualified staff
For free quotes and advice contact Brad Sheehan  

E: brad@capeltreesurgeons.com  www.capeltreesurgeons.co.uk
Tel: Horsham 01403 730771   Dorking   01306 711124   Mob: 07775 727121   

Carters Car Care
For that personal service call

01306 711614
garage@carterscarcare.co.uk

www.carterscarcare.co.uk

Servicing & Repairs
Bosch, Delphi & Autologic Diagnos�cs

Air Condi�oning Service
Brake Discs skim on vehicle

Laser Four Wheel Alignment
MOT Test Centre Class 4, 5L & 7 

Vicarage Lane, Capel, RH5 5LL

Becky’s Professional
Dog Grooming
City & Guilds Qualified

Bathing
Clipping

Nails
Hand stripping

Beare Green,
Dorking

Becky Robinson – 07739 263 244
www.doggroomingdorking.co.uk

Vinyls l Wood Floors l Cork l Vinyl Tiles l Sanding & Sealing |  
Karndean Flooring.  All work is carried out by our own 

trained staff and not subcontractors.

Tel: 01306 883388/882343
www.dorkingfloors.co.uk
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Woof Needs You!
Woof is still in need of someone to join our band of volunteers.
Currently the team consists of Gordon who looks after the finances, Susie 
who liaises with the advertisers and takes care of revenue, Jane who 
handles all things distribution, Leslie who makes sure what we produce is 
readable and Iain who is our designer and layout wizard.
We are in need of a publisher: This person will be responsible for the 
overall running of Woof, working with the team to get each issue to print 
on time.  The role involves monitoring the advertising e-mail, responding 
and liaising with the team to help new advertisers get onboard, sourcing 
and routing of articles and information from proof to print.
This role doesn’t require huge amounts of time, but it does need 
commitment as each issue is timed and these processes must happen by 
certain dates.
There will be plenty of training and help for the new team member.  If this 
is something you would like to help with, please contact Alan 
– amh@amhi.co.uk
Woof cannot continue without the help of our wonderful team of 
volunteers.

NO TIME FOR IRONING
Let us help with our

friendly ironing service

Collection & Delivery
Quick Turn around - 

Every Care Taken

Tel Jane on 01306 737176
or 07976 050808

www.professionalironingservice.com

Ironing
Service

All types of fencing work
undertaken commercial or

domestic. Please contact us
for a free quotation.

T: 07539 865819
W: www.kingsfencingcontractors.co.uk
E: info@kingsfencingcontractors.co.uk

and groundworks

ckO lee yh  T

Society

Calendar of events
2025

for details of  each event, please see our page on
www.Ockley.org.uk

Spring Quiz Saturday 8th March

Ockley Society AGM Saturday 5th April

Cricket Sevens Sunday 7th September

Autumn Quiz Saturday 4th October

Bonfire Night Saturday 8th November

Carols on the Green Saturday 6th December
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OCKLEY HISTORY
I try to continue Bryony’s occasional notes on extracts from old parish 
magazines. In the archives there are copies of Ockley magazines from 1884 
to 1899 , There are also scanned copies from 1900 to 1924 and then hard 
copies  from 1942 up to date, though there a few gaps. The old ones 
mostly relate to church matters and are combined with neighbouring 
parishes in hardback volumes.

January 1895 issue records the repairs and enlargement to the St 
Margaret’s Organ executed by the original builder Mr Hilditch at the 
expense of Colonel Calvert. The organ was originally installed in 1873 
when St Margaret’s was extended and reordered.

January 1896 records expenditure on enlarging Ockley School. And there is 
a splendid paragraph in the Capel section complaining about excess of zeal 
by some of the congregation’s singing, in particular not keeping time with 
the organ and the choir.

Football results are also recorded. January 1899 reports Ockley beating 
Capel 3 to nil.

December 1924 records the retirement of the Rector Rev Frederick 
Marshall.

By January 1975 the Ockley Magazine is a separate pamphlet of 8 pages.

The Rector, Maurice Collins was in a very pessimistic mood. He quotes 
Jeremiah as being a realist not a pessimist or prophet of doom, but the 
continues ‘the morale of our country has never been at a lower ebb. 
Patriotism is almost a dirty word. The virtues of honesty and integrity are 
fast disappearing. … Looking beyond our own shores, we see countries 

 With problems similar to our own…. Above all there is the sinister build-up 
of Soviet armed might.’ Some would say little changes!

The annual magazine subscription was 60p or £1.02 by post.

Ockley School visited Ockley Court Farm twice to study Dairy Farming.

Only 3 games of football were played because of wet weather. All were 
lost!

April 1975 records that work has started on the Ockley Housing 
Association site in Cricketers Close.
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I occasionally receive request for information from the archives. They are 
stored in boxes indexed by Bryony but most requests relate to dates which 
need searching the collection of magazines which is very time consuming!

The latest request concerned aircraft crashes during second world war. 
Can any reader help with more details and confirm the dates? A Heinkel 
111 that crashed at Place Farm, south of Ockley in March 1941, also, a P-51 
Mustang that crashed at Fishfold Farm west of Ockley on March 20th 1944 
or 45.

I know of two other similar events. A flying bomb (doodle bug) which fell 
on the village green outside Lime Tree Cottages presumably in 1945 and a 
stick of bombs dropped on fields north of Eversheds Farm. But no date! 

I also need help to complete the details of the people on the Ockley War 
Memorial. Bryony did a fantastic job completing the details of 18 from 
WW1. But there are 20 photographs in the Village Hall and 31 names on 
the War Memorial in the Church. And there are 11 names from WW2.
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WOOF MAGAZINE
Has had another successful year with 6 issues being produced and 
circulated free. Some 800 copies are circulated, and we are very grateful to 
the circulators!

Financially the advertising rates were increased to cover the increase in 
printing costs the previous year. We lost a few adverts but covered our 
cost and had a small surplus of £8!

Only one copy is distributed by post for a charge of £5 but the cost of 
stamps was £5.10p so we will increase the charge to £6.

The advertising in 2024 raised £8177.  The printing and editing costs 
£7640. 

The website, postage and fees £533.95. Surplus £8.05.

Ockley Parish Council
For those looking to reach the Ockley Parish Council, kindly leave a 
message on our mobile phone - 597<< 78<A67. Our dedicated Clerk will 
ensure that all messages are promptly retrieved.
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More life saving techniques and videos can be found on our website. 

HOW TO USE A DEFIBRILLATOR

3. Follow the instructions 
 Follow the voice and/or visual 

       prompts given by the machine.

2. Stick on the pads
   Attach the pads to the casualty’s 

chest in the positions indicated on  
the pads

1. Switch on the defibrillator
    Remove or cut through clothing and 

wipe away sweat from the chest if 
necessary

Local AED locations
• Beare Green Village Hall RH5 4RD
• Capel Village Hall RH5 5LB
• Forest Green Village Hall RH5 5RZ
• Ockley Cricket Pavilion RH5 5TR
• Plough Pub Coldharbour RH5 6HD
• Punchbowl Inn Okewood RH5 5PU
• Walliswood Village Hall RH5 5RJ


